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December 2011          St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church Newsletter 
 

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church 
3204 Ridgewood Road, Akron, Ohio  44333 
Ph: 330-666-7116/Fax:  330-666-8292 
E-mail: mail@stgeorgeakron.com 
Website:  www.stgeorgeakron.com 
 

Pastor:  Fr. Louis Mahshie (330) 644-0798 
Asst. Pastor:  Fr. Youhanna Al-Assaf (330) 907-5811 
Archdeacon:  Joseph Harb (216) 712-6171 
Sub deacon:  Sam Snyder 
Choir Director:  Kim Shama Hanna 
School Directors:  Corinne Mahshie & Jan Kattouf 
Arabic Chanter & Web Master:  Elias Elsoury 
elias.elsoury@stgeorgeakron.com 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR                                   DECEMBER 2011  
              ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS MONTH 

We wish our father in Christ his Beatitude, IGNATIUS IV, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East, a very happy name 
day. May God grant him many years. We also wish all the members of the Order of St. Ignatius a happy name day. 
May God grant them all many years.  
Fri., Dec. 2nd  -NO Xtn.-Edu. OR Vespers 

-Ladies Society Holiday Extravaganza            Time: 6:00 p.m. (see flyer) 
Sun., Dec. 4th  - Matins - 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy – 10:30 a.m. 

-Pictures with St. Nicholas during Sunday school 
- Christmas Program Practice following Divine Liturgy 

Tues., Dec. 6th   St. Nicholas Day 
Fri., Dec. 9th  Arabic Class & Xtn-Edu.     Time:  5:30p.m.    Arabic Liturgy     Time: 6:45 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 11th  -Matins - 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy – 10:30 a.m. 

-Ladies Society Meeting following Divine Liturgy 
- Christmas Program Practice following Divine Liturgy 

Mon., Dec. 12th  COCA Meeting @ Our Church   Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Tues., Dec. 13th  Parish Council Meeting      Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 18th  -Matins - 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy – 10:30 a.m. 

-SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM FOLLOWING LITURGY  
-Building Fund Breakfast sponsored by the Zawahri families following the 
Christmas Program. Free will offerings accepted. (See flyer) 

Tue., Dec. 6, 13 Bible Study with Frank Chirakos    Time: 10 a.m. – 12 Noon 
Fri., Dec. 16, 23, 30  -Arabic Class & Xtn.-Edu.     Time:  5:30p.m.    Vespers     Time: 6:45 p.m. 
Tues., Dec. 20, 27 NO Bible Study 
Sat., Dec. 24th  CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE     Matins - 6:00 p.m.    Divine Liturgy - 7:00 p.m. 
Sun., Dec. 25th  MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!   Christ is Born!  Glorif y Him! (NO SERVICES) 
Sat., Dec. 31st  NEW YEAR’S EVE 

  

DECEMBER 25: CHRISTMAS 
   The Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ is one of the most joyous of the Christian year. Although 

Easter is the greatest of Feasts, the Nativity stands close to it in importance, as marking the entrance of Christ 
into the world for its salvation. Christmas is a family feast, and one which rightly places its emphasis on little 
children. No re-telling of the story of the birth of Jesus can match that in Saint Luke’s Gospel (2:1-20), which 
every Christian should read as part of his celebration of Christmas. Christ came into the world to teach men a 
new manner of living; our forefathers realized this, and kept the anniversary of his birth as the dawn of a new 
era, the Christian era.   
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HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME VISITS…  Please notify the church office, Fr. Louis Mahshie or Fr. 
John Al-Assaf as soon as possible if a family member is in the hospital or nursing home.  
 
PARISH NEWS CONTRIBUTIONS... If you would like to contribute to “Parish News”, please contact Jan 
Kattouf.  Call 330-724-1446 or e-mail Kibee303@aol.com. Deadline is the 20th of each month. This newsletter 
can be a great communications tool if we all work together.  Materials are subject to editing. Also, please let us 
know of any address change. 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS REQUEST TO THE CHURCH OFFICE… The purpose is to communicate urgent 
events. E-mail the church office at:  mail@stgeorgeakron.com. We have 75 e-mail addresses on this list. You 
will be immediately informed of urgent events such as death in the Parish, cancellation of Arabic Class, Bible 
Study, Servings “and the like” in the event of inclement weather, etc. 
 
ST. GEORGE FELLOWSHIP CENTER operated by TLC Catering, Inc… www.tlccatering.com/stg.html. 
 
 

DECEMBER GREETERS & EPISTLE READERS  
 
December is The Order of St. Ignatius Month; Members of St Ignatius will be participating as Greeters, 
Tray Collectors and Epistle Readers. 
 
Tanios Debs                       Carl Massouh                            Judge Kathryn Michael                 Cathy Snyder 
Danielle Elias                      Mousa Kakish                           Tammy Mundy                               Awni Zawahri                                                                
Louis Farris                         Corinne Mahshie                       Gary Salhany                                  Monged Zawahri 
Rose Jacob                          Fr. Lou Mahshie                         Bob Snyder                                    Nadine Zawahri                    
 
DECEMBER 4 : Team #2 
Quinn Francisco, Simon Aramouni, Cameron 
Salhany, Gavin Francisco, Christopher Wright, 
Gregory Stevens, Myles Houska. 

DECEMBER 18 : Team #4 
Nicholas Reale, Daniel Mundy, Michael Mundy, 
Zachary Esber, Jordan Zawahri, Nathan Fisher, Lance 
Anenson. 

DECEMBER 11: Team #3 
Anthony Debs, George Zawahri, Adam Stevens, 
Forrest Kulmala, Luke Shaheen, Christian Shaheen, 
Alec Shaheen, Seth Shaheen. 

DECEMBER 24 (Christmas Eve) : Team #1 
Sebastian Yerian, Ethan Yerian, Rammi Qaqish, 
Michael Callow, Michael Dallas, Eli Al-Assaf, Danny 
Nader, Zayd Dayeh. 

 

PARISH OFFICERS 

 

2011 PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS 
President:          Bob Snyder 
Vice President:          Michel Halasa 
Treasurer:          Mary Lou Simon 
Recording Sec.:          Dr. Charles Benko 

2011 TEEN SOYO OFFICERS 
President:      Quinn Francisco 
Vice President:      Hanan Qaqish 
Treasurer:      Jasmine Reale  
Secretary:      Zayna Dayeh 
Historian:      Rammi Qaqish 
Advisors:      Julia Shaheen and George Hanna 

2011 LADIES SOCIETY OFFICERS 
President: Mimi Hicks 
Vice President: Nadine Zawahri 
Treasurer:             Alice Elias 
Secretary:          Kim Shama Hanna 
Corresponding Sec.: Flo Howell 

 
2011 ST. GEORGE YOUNG ADULT OFFICERS 
Co-Presidents:        Samer Zawahri & Zahi Kakish 
Secretary:         Zaina Zawahri 
Treasurer:          Josh Bray & Tony Zawahri 
Historian:         Walid Qaqish 
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COLLEGE STUDENTS AND YOUNG ADULTS  between the ages of 18-30. If you have any questions 
see us on facebook "St. George Akron College and Young Adults" or contact the church at 330-666-7116 
 
ARCHDIOCESE DUES 2011 Please remember to pay your Archdiocese Dues, it’s $35 per Baptized 
Person, Our Church  paid $15,736 for 2010 Archdiocese dues. Use your weekly envelopes; this is important for 
record keeping. We need your participation.  Thank you & God bless you. 
 
ST. GEORGE AKRON BIBLE STUDY Keep Tuesdays open for the Bible Study with Frank Chirakos.  
Time: 10:00 am- 12:00 noon. Try to attend. �
 
ARABIC CLASSES/CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
The 3 levels Arabic classes are from 5:30 pm – 6:15 pm. Christian Education class follow from 6:15 pm – 6:45 
pm. Vespers follow at 6:45 pm.  The 2nd Friday of each month Arabic Liturgy will follow the Christian 
Education class. 
 
 

FELLOWSHIP 
 
CAKE OFFERING 
If you wish to celebrate a birthday/anniversary and would like to bring a cake for coffee hour, please notify the 
church secretary and Julia Shaheen or George Hanna, Teen Advisors, on Monday of the week you are bringing 
the cake.  Please bring dessert plates, forks and napkins with you, and the teens will serve it for you. Julia or 
George will notify the teens serving that week.  Let the church secretary know if you want the announcement in 
the weekly bulletin, unless it's a surprise. 
 
HOLY BREAD OFFERING 
The Orthodox custom is to offer the holy bread for the health of your family, birthdays, name days, wedding 
anniversaries, etc., or in memory of our departed loved ones. Anyone wishing to offer the Holy Bread of 
Oblation for the Liturgy please call the Church office @ 330-666-7116, and also SIGN UP on the "Holy Bread 
Offering" chart located in the church foyer 
 

PARISH NEWS 
CONGRATULATIONS to our new lawyer Shahna Esber the daughter of Atty. David & Cindy Esber. She 
recently was one of the 54.8% who passed the California Bar. Atty. Shahna is a lawyer in the immigration 
office of the legal aid in San Diego California.We are very proud of you Shahna.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO the Newly married, JERIES HABIB ISAM KAKISH  to ELIZABETH 
GRAYSON BELL  on Saturday November 5th at St. George.  Jeries is the son of Habib and Samira Kakish and 
Elizabeth is the daughter of Maria and the Late James Bell. 
   
BUILDING FUND DINNER BIG SUCCESS... The Debs families, TONY & MIRNA  and CHAKER AND 
MICHELINE  wish to thank Mimi Harb, Dave Pilversack, Monged Zawahri, Michel Halasa, Donia Markarian 
and   Kh. Rania for their assistance in preparing a beautiful luncheon for the parish after church on Sunday, 
Oct.30th. Thanks, also, to everyone who pitched in and helped and to those who supported the event.  Your 
generous donations were wonderful.  
 To Chaker and Micheline and Tony and Mirna, God bless you and yours for your continued labors of love.  
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ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL EVENTS EVER FOR PROJECT ST. NICHOLAS.... Project St 
Nicholas proved, once again, to be an outstanding event thanks to the efforts of JEFF REALE, WIFE RENEE  
and their dedicated committee. The crowd and the proceeds were the largest ever thanks to the generosity of 
those attending and a tremendous following which looks forward each year to this inspiring event that helps so 
many in need. Raised over $30,000, It was our best year yet. 
  
CONGRATULATIONS TO JUDGE KATHRYN MICHAEL  on winning the election for Akron Municipal 
Court for a second six year term. 
  
HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA,  Chairwoman, ALICE ELIAS , wishes to thank the ladies that came down to 
the church to make Fatayer on Tues., Nov. 15th for this upcoming event. Another great job! 
 
BUNDLES OF JOY… 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ATTY.  MAJEED & MICHELLE (MASSOUH) MAKHLOUF  on the birth 
of their daughter Zaina Mae on November 28, 2011. Zaina Mae weighed 6 lbs. 3 oz. and is 19" long with 
beautiful dark hair. Sisters are Raina and Isabelle.  Proud grandparents are Carl & Cheryl Massouh and Fr. 
Makhlouf. God grant her many years. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO GAIL AND JOE MEADOWS  on the birth of their son Theodore Joseph.  
Theodore weighed 6 lbs and 11 oz. and was 20" long. Gail is the daughter of James and Carol Cetnar. 
Theodore's great Aunt is Helen Willey.  God grant him many years. 
  
FOUR NEEDY FAMILIES ARE REMEMBERED... Many thanks to MARY AND DAVE PILVERSACK  
for donating four Thanksgiving baskets to needy families.  Each family got a nice big turkey and all the 
"fixings" for a beautiful Thanksgiving Dinner.  God bless you Mary and Dave for your giving spirit of love 
remembering those in need. 
  
MIMI HARB, PRESIDENT OF THE LADIES SOCIETY OF ST GE ORGE along with their members 
greatly appreciated the efforts and hard work of DAVID PILVERSACK AND MICHEL HALASA  for 
undertaking the task of the Charitable dinner for the IOCC (International Orthodox Christian Charities ) on 
Sunday, November 20th at St. George which raised $10,000 to benefit  Orthodox Christian Charities.  Check 
our Web site at www.stgerogeakron.com for pictures and videos. To ELIAS ELSOURY AND HIS WIFE 
RIMA , thanks so much for the pictures and videos you took. Outstanding job as usual. 
  
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PRACTICE...ATTN:  SUNDAY SCHOOL A ND PARENTS... 
IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE IN SONG AND SPIRIT THE BLESS ING OF THE BIRTH OF 
CHRIST.WE NEED OUR CHILDREN TO PRACTICE. PARENTS CO OPERATION IS NEEDED TO 
ENCOURAGE CHILDREN'S PARTICIPATION. AGAIN, THIS YEA R, OUR TALENTED CHOIR 
DIRECTOR KIM SHAMA HANNA  WILL BE DIRECTING OUR YOUTH.  Practice will be held 
immediately following communion.  Please be patient and allow your children to take time to practice.  We 
appreciate your continued support.  The program will be presented Sunday, December 18th immediately 
following Divine Liturgy. 
  
LARGE GROUP ATTENDS THE FALL FESTIVAL... The Young Adult Group led by Samer Zawahri 
and Zahi Kakish did a wonderful job organizing this event. Those who attended the Fall Festival on 
November 4th had a great time, good food and great fellowship.  The music was provided by DJ; ZACH 
ESBER (English and Arabic) Zach really got the crowd involved with his great music and creativity.  He really 
got a super response from the crowd and created fun for all. Thanks, ZACH, for all your effort and THE 
YOUNG ADULT GROUP and St. George Teens for such a fun evening. 
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TEEN SOYO PRESENTED A GREAT SESSION...  Saturday, November 12th Teen SOYO Advisors JULIA 
SHAHEEN AND GEORGE HANNA  organized a teen and parents get- to- together on Sex, Teens, and 
Religion. Guest speakers included DR. NISREEN ABBOUD, DR. BILL SHAHEEN, KHALIL SAMARA  
AND BOB SNYDER. They presented information in interactive sessions on the theme "Sex, Teens and 
Religion" and they answered questions from parents and teens about what the Orthodox faith teaches about 
marriage, patience, love and repentance. It was very interesting and very well received.  Many thanks to Julia 
and George and all the speakers. Outstanding evening of information. 
  
LADIES NIGHT OUT...ORNAMENT EXCHANGE PARTY…  Dec. 12th at Bravo's in Summit Mall ...Cost 
$30.  For reservations: Call LANA DAYEH  (330) 830-4016, RIMA MAGHES  (330-498-9132) or the Church 
Office (330-666-7116)...Bring a new Christmas Ornament (wrap it but don't put your name on it) and get ready 
for a fun-filled evening.  Price includes salad & your choice of Entree & Dessert. 
 MARK YOUR CALENDAR... St. Nicholas visits St. George on Sunday, December 4th.  Pictures will be 
taken... 
 
AWESOME...19TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER SPONSORED BY THE 
AKRAM ZAWAHRI FAMILIES... Again, this year, the Akram Zawahri Families donated a complete 
Thanksgiving Dinner for the Grant Street community and surrounding area, on Sat. November 19th.  Preparation 
was done with the assistance of the Shilow Baptist Church on Grant Street. To quote Asmat "this is a beautiful 
church" giving food baskets to the neighborhood filled with all kinds of food.  Their Thanksgiving dinner 
served approximately 400 people and included everything you would want for your Thanksgiving Dinner from 
the Turkey down to the dessert.  Those in attendance truly enjoyed their meal and the fellowship it brings.  The 
Zawahri’ s truly enjoy the happiness the dinner brings.  This has been a traditional family offering and God 
willing will be for years to come. What a wonderful way to show your love for other people.  God bless you and 
the example you have shown. 
 

                                             
  
WHY OUTDOOR GREENERY IN OUR HOMES AND CHURCHES… 
            There seems to be a question about the practice of bringing Christmas decorations, such as various 
outdoor greenery into our homes and churches.  
            This practice has had a long history, although not related to Christmas. In the book of Leviticus 23:40, 
the Children of Israel were instructed, by God, as to how they were to celebrate the Feast Day--called the 
Tabernacles and sometimes called Sukkot. 
            This feast was to be celebrated in the Fall around the first or second week of October.  The purpose of 
the feast was a Memorial to remember that when the Children of Israel left the land of Egypt, they dwelled in 
tents or Sukkas until they entered the land promised to them by God. 
             In the book of John Chapter 7, we read Jesus Christ also celebrated the Feast Day called Tabernacles. 
             As we know in the march of time, many Christian denominations started to practice the Hebrew feast 
days, such as Pentecost, and turned them into Christian feast days. 
             In the book of Leviticus 23:40, we read "And you shall take for yourselves, on the first day, the ripe 
fruit of a tree, leaves of Palm trees, the branches of leafy trees and the pure willow of the brook and you shall 
rejoice before the Lord, your God, for seven days."   
             Therefore, based on these scriptures and others, it is permitted, by God, to celebrate with green things in 
our homes and churches. 

Research by Frank Chirakos 
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DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS   
 
12/01 Zoe Farah                                                                                                                    
12/01 Sereen Zawahri                                                                
12/03 Aziza Dawaher 
12/04 John Bee 
12/04 Sherri Farris  
12/04   Christian Simon                                                               
12/04 Taylor Simon  
12/04   Michael F. Wright    
12/05 Bonnie Dallas                                                                   
12/05 Stephen Massouh 
12/06 Eugene Elias                                                                   
12/07 Selana Reale                                                                    
12/08 Samantha Walker 
12/10 Michel Halasa 
12/10 Shafica Kaleel 
12/12 Kareem Halaseh                                                                    
12/14 William Elias 
12/15 Archdeacon Joseph Harb 

12/15 Robert Howell 
12/16 Bobbie Kalail 
12/17 Debi Halasa 
12/17 Michael Mundy 
12/18 Courtney Wilson 
12/19 Kyle Kalail 
12/19 Karen Wright 
12/20 Gerald Hanna 
12/21 Janine Ewing 
12/22 Carol West 
12/23 Nathan Fisher 
12/24 Debra Howell 
12/26 Lamia Harb 
12/28 Mia Wright 
12/28 Helen Velikoff 
12/30 Zaid Zawahri 
12/31 Dylan Farah 
12/31 Jim Strmac 

 
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  
12/01   Richard & Ashley Aramouni 
12/31    Tom & Kim Shama-Hanna                                                                
Do you have a birthday or anniversary and it did not appear here?                                                        
Please email or call the church office. 
 

 
WEDDING CROWN  
The Wedding Anniversary Blessing was held for AWNI & NADINE ZAWAHRI on the occasion of their 25th 
Wedding Anniversary on Sunday, November 6th. A beautiful and delicious cake was offered by the Zawahri & 
the Albert families to share during coffee hour.  Congratulations! 
 
REMOVAL OF MARRIAGE CROWNS  
The Service was held for MAXIMILIANO & ASHLEY (HALASA) DEVIA  on Sunday, November 6th   
following Divine Liturgy. 
 The Service was held for DMITRI & MARGARET (ARAMOUNI) EL GHOUCHE  on Sunday, 
November 6th following Divine Liturgy 

 

 
MONTHLY DRAWING  
Winners for the monthly drawing held on Nov. 13th    
$200 
$100   

Jim & Mimi Hicks      
Bill Elias 

#37 
#3 

$50 
$50 

Rose Jacob   
Dan & Tammy Mundy                 

#75 
#84 
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REMEMBRANCES 
 
NOVEMBER PRAYERS FOR THE HEALTH OF……               
Agnes Abraham, David Aramouni, Elham Azar, 
Jennifer Balaj, John Bourjaily, Becky Burtoff, 
David Carey, Michele Elias Chong, Larry 
Ciavarella, Bob Denious, Kristopher Dowling, 
Andy Doyle, Marlene (Simon) Elzeer, Brad & 
Robert Esber, Dr. Richard Esber, Edmund Farris, 
Pamela Farris, Josephine Fundoots, Amanda 
Hagger, Eileen Hanna, Robert Howell, Dr. John 
Jacob, Jeffrey & Susan Joseph, Sarah Kalail, 
Gloria Karam, Betty Khouri, Allison Licitri, Pat 
Magette, Fr. Lou & Kh. Corinne Mahshie & 
family, Atty. George Mallo, May Manneh, Dr. 
Zohrab & Donya Markarian, Carl & Cheryl 
Massouh, Ethel Mathews, Gail, Joe & baby 
Theodore Joseph Meadows, Shelly Minter, 
Walid & Victoria Qaqish, Rammi Qaqish, 

 Wilda Collins Queen, Selena Reale, Tom Riegler, Sam 
Salem, Mabel Salim, Anne Sayre, Wilma Seely, 
Christina Serra,  Souad Shoufani, Doug Simmons, Ron 
Simon, John Stevens, Nick Stevens,  Johnny Bennett 
Stevens, Charlie Sturm, Sam Tebcherani, The Zawahri 
& The Albert family and children & grandchildren, 
The Halasa family, Kory Wiita, Paul Williams, Jackie 
Wilson,  Jackie Wilson, baby Ryan Michael Yerian, 
Olga Yogmour, Awni & Nadine Zawahri & family, 
Hala Zawahri. 
 
MEMORY ETERNAL... NOVEMBER 
Josephine Albert, Norma Balaj, Paul Esber, Marion 
Georgeff, Tawfig Halasa, June Kostandaras, Walter 
Ritzman, Fouad & Soraya Sadie, Therese Srouji, Kevin 
Westfall, Akram Zawahri,   

 

DONATIONS:  
BUILDING FUND:  
$100 
$20 
$400 
$100 
$100 
$50 
$1000 
$100 
$50 

Shawn & Kathy Curley  
Wafigah Zawahri in Memory of Norma Balaj 
Dr. William & Jessica Shaheen 
Carl & Cheryl Massouh for the health of Fr. Lou & family 
Josephine Fundoots 
Asmat & Hala Zawahri for the health of Sam Salem on the Occasion of his birthday 
Sandra Abookire 
John & Joyce Simon in Memory of Therese Srouji 
Charles & Denise Benko in memory of Paul Esber 

 
CAMP FUND:  
$100 Patrick & Sherry Vitone for the health of Josephine Fundoots 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FUND: 
$200 Anne Sayre 
 
ALTAR WINE FUND:  
$100 Dr. Zohrab & Donia Markarian in Memory of Fouad & Soraya Sadie 
 
NEEDY FAMILY FUND:  
$200 
$100 
$50 
$20 
$500 
$100 
$50 

Anonymous 
Dr. Nabil & May Manneh 
Jan Kattouf 
Monged & Randa Zawahri 
In Memory of Walter Ritzman   
Carl & Cheryl Massouh in Memory of Walter Ritzman 
Dr. John Jacob & Rose Jacob 
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 LOOKING AHEAD …  
 

 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH – OUR LADY OF THE CEDARS CHRISTMAS HAFLI  @ Days Inn 
Hotel, 4742 Brecksville Rd., Richfield, OH 44286. Cocktail: 6:00 p.m., Dinner: 7:00 p.m. Featuring: Tony Eid. 
Contact: Fr. Toufic Nasr @ 330-666-3598.  
 
YOUTH BASKETBALL ... Practices are on Sunday at 1:00 pm. Games will be at Annunciation Greek 
Orthodox Church, Akron. All boys & girls ages 7-12 are encouraged to participate.  To sign-up, see Nael Dayeh 
or A.J. Maghes immediately after liturgy.  
 
JANUARY 20-22, 2012 - 14TH ANNUAL CANTON BASKETBALL  TOURNAMENT :   
         Division I: Ages 12-15                     Division II: Ages 15-18                         Division III: Ages 19-26 
St George Antiochian Orthodox Church, 1118 Cherry Ave. NE Canton, OH 44704, 330-455-8482        
stgeorgecanton@sbcglobal.net. More information and 4 page packet can be found on the candle table. 
 
PROJECT MEXICO & ST. INNOCENT ORPHANAGE :  For Summer 2012 Schedule, Registration and 
more information please go to http://projectmexico.org/Home.aspx��
�

 

 
 NEW PAJAMAS AND BOOKS PROGRAM, one of our 
charitable programs for the Holiday Season. 

Please help us provide NEW pajamas and books to children-in-need, many of whom are waiting and hoping to 
be adopted. Many of these youngsters have been abused or abandoned and in many cases, have never enjoyed 
the simple comfort of having a loving mother or father tuck them in at bedtime. Through the Pajama Program, 
we hope to contribute to a warmer, more loving environment for children when they are at their most vulnerable. 
All Receiving Organizations are from the Akron area.  
DONATIONS GUIDELINES: 

·  Pajamas and books must be NEW! 
·  All sizes are needed (birth to age 17) – don’t forget the older children! 
·  Please provide complete sets of pajamas. 
·  Financial donations are always welcome. Checks payable to the Pajama Program. 

Sunday School Staff 
 
COAT DRIVE FOR THE MONTH OF DEC.: Please Help keep someone warm by donating  
a gently used coat ( ladies, men, kids) to Teen SOYO’s coat drive. We will continue to collect coats until Dec. 
18th. The donation box is in the lobby. Thank you for helping. 

 
Ecclesiastical Holidays 

THURS., DEC. 1ST  SACRAMENTAL FAST BEGINS  

Mon., Dec. 5th  St. Saba the Sanctified of Jerusalem 

Mon., Dec. 12th  St. Spyridon the Wonderworker 

Tues., Dec. 20th  The Commemoration of the Holy Hieromartyr Ignatius the God-bearer & Preparation 
of the Nativity 

Sun., Dec. 25th  THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST 

 From CHRISTMAS DAY  until JANUARY 4TH, inclusive, there is a general 
dispensation from all fasting. 
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“Till I come attend to the public reading of scripture, to preaching, to teaching."  
 
 I Timothy 4:13 
 

St. George Foundation Message  
 
One of The St. George Foundation goals is to educate ourselves and others about our faith. Since only few of us 
are familiar with the ways of Christian Orthodoxy I think that there is a need for our Foundation to start self 
education efforts using the resources that are available to us.  
One of the least understood topics is worship; it is a central part of our Christian Orthodox faith. Yet, most of us 
worship the Lord by following a routine set of action and prayers without realizing what it really means.  
 
What is Worship?  
According to The Heritage Dictionary worship is the reverent love and allegiance accorded to God. 
Our clergy and knowledgeable parishioners consider Liturgy in the holy Orthodox Church as the most 
prominent form of worship. “It is corporate in nature and culminates with the Eucharist”. Indeed during Liturgy 
we repeatedly chant Halleluiah which means in Hebrew praise the Lord and if worthy we give thanks and take 
communion. Many Protestant denominations do not share our belief that the Communion bread and wine to be 
mystically transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ.  
 
True, that is how we worship on Sundays. But, do we limit worshiping Him to Sundays?  
Are we not commanded to act as Christians every day of the week? How then do we worship in a setting 
different than Liturgy? 
Consider this; the word “worship” in the Semitic languages is derived from the verb “abed” that means work or 
service. Worshiper in Hebrew is called “Obed Iloheem” 
All Christians and indeed all humans are called servants of God, and we hear it in every wedding ceremony 
when the priest crowns “the servant of God” on “the handmaid of God”. As servants humble themselves in front 
there master and do his chores, so we are suppose to humble ourselves in front of God and do His work. 
Therefore as servants of God we worship Him by serving Him and doing His work on earth. So, when we 
visit the infirm, feed and clothe the poor, be a peace makers, we serve and worship God.  This must be the 
most pleasing act to Him. 
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                                          SAINT BARBARA 
                                  FEAST DAY: DECEMBER 4TH   
During the reign of Maximian, there lived in the city of Heliopolis a nobleman by the name of 
Dioskor. This man was renowned for is wealth and standing in the community as an 
uncompromising pagan. He was also a widower who focused all his attention on his only child, 
Barbara. Dioskor cherished her above else, as she was virtuous, intelligent and grew more 
beautiful day by day. His desire to protect her from the presence of common folk was such that 
Dioscor had a tower built and locked Barbara away in it. There she lived in great luxury,  

surrounded by a host of worthy attendants who guarded her from the world and taught her pagan worship. 
Barbara lived for a while like this without complaint, and spent much of her time observing the natural world 
surrounding her tower home. Soon she began to ponder the creation of all she beheld in nature, and deduced that 
no pagan idol could be responsible for all its beauty. Then one day, the Grace of God illumined her heart to the 
understanding of the one true God, the unseen and wise Creator of heaven and earth. From that time forward, 
Barbara was determined to live her life in virginity and devote her life to God.  
 
By now, Barbara’s beauty had become legendary throughout the land and many noblemen begged Dioscor to 
marry her. But Barbara steadfastly refused every proposal and warned Dioscor that she would kill herself if he 
pressured her to marry. Horrified at this prospect, Dioskor changed tact and allowed his daughter the freedom to 
come and go from the tower at will, thinking she would change her mind about marrying once she met with 
newly engaged and married women. Soon after, Dioskor departed on a long journey, and left explicit instructions 
with his household regarding the construction of a bathhouse, and the new arrangements concerning his 
daughter. Barbara was now permitted to venture wherever she liked, and to meet with whomever she wished. 
Before long, she heard the name Jesus Christ from new acquaintances, and wanted to know more about Him. She 
sought the knowledge about God and faith in Christ from a presbyter disguised as a merchant from Alexandria. 
The presbyter instructed Barbara on the mysteries of the faith and then baptized her. While her father was still 
away, Barbara visited the bathhouse, and with the fervor of her newly found faith, persuaded the builders to 
make three windows in the structure to honor the Holy Trinity, instead of the two her father ordered. Then, she 
went to admire the marble pool close by, and drew the sign of the cross on the stonework with her finger, leaving 
an imprint as though it were carved. Barbara was so virtuous, even her footstep was imprinted in the rock outside 
the bathhouse, where a healing spring of water emerged and continued to flow for hundreds of years after.  
 
Image When Dioskor returned home from his journey, he discovered the changes made to the bathhouse and 
angrily rebuked the builders for disobeying his orders before he learned about Barbara’s involvement. When he 
did confront Barbara about the changes, she replied the third window was made in honor of the Holy Trinity 
which illumines every human heart. Bewildered by his daughter’s response, Dioskor took Barbara aside to the 
marble pool, and asked her how the light from three windows could illumine every human being. Barbara told 
him that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit dwell within every person, and that each of the three windows she had 
built glorified the name of the Holy Trinity. She then showed him the cross imprint in the marble and explained 
it was a sign of how the Son of God suffered freely for the salvation of humanity. When Dioskor heard this, he 
became enraged, forgot all love for his daughter, and unsheathed his sword to strike her. But Barbara fled before 
he could harm her, and begged for God’s help. With her father in hot pursuit, she ran into the countryside where 
a fissure in one of the mountains parted for her escape. There she hid in a cave, while her father continued to 
search for her. After a long time, Dioskor came upon two shepherds; one denied seeing the girl, the other silently 
pointed the way to Barbara’s hiding place.  
 
When Dioskor found his daughter, he ruthlessly beat her, locked her up under guard and refused her food and 
drink. In the end, he decided the only way to revert her to idol worship, was with the help of the procurator, 
Marcian. When Barbara was held in front of Marcian, her exceptional beauty and strong conviction amazed him. 
So he began by speaking to her gently, complimenting her loveliness and reminding her about her wealthy 
inheritance if she obeyed her father. (Continued) 
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St. Barbara continued……. 
But when he heard her reject all earthly treasures and cares for the one True God, Marcian ordered her stripped, 
tortured and had her wounds rubbed with all manner of sharp and stinging objects. She was thrown into a 
dungeon barely alive, yet Barbara prayed tearfully for God to strengthen her will in bearing all agony. Her 
prayers were answered, for at midnight Christ appeared to her in a great ray of light. He healed her wounds, and 
filled her heart with such joy, that she was encouraged to endure to the end all torment. When Barbara faced 
Marcian a second time, no trace of violence could be found on her body, and she  
appeared more radiant and beautiful than before. Again the procurator began to entice her kindly, but grew 
furious when she refused to deny her faith in God. Once more Barbara was subjected to the most injurious 
cruelty even the strongest man  
could not endure. Among the crowd gathered to witness Barbara’s torture, was a young Christian woman by the 
name of Juliana, who also desired to suffer for Christ’s sake. She loudly denounced the procurator’s judgment, 
and was tortured along side Barbara. The two women were finally led to their place of execution, where Juliana 
was put to death by a soldier, while Barbara was beheaded by her own father. Dioscor, however, was not to 
outlive his daughter by much, for that very day both he and Markianos were to die suddenly by a bolt of 
lightening. 
 
Holy and Great Barbara’s martyrdom occurred in 306. A pious man, Galentain, recovered the bodies of Barbara 
and Juliana, buried their remains and erected a church in their memory. Today the wonderworking relics of St. 
Barbara rest in St. Vladimir’s Cathedral, in Kiev. They were brought there from Constantinople, in 1108 by the 
Byzantine Princess Barbara when she married Prince Michael Izyaslavitch. 
 
 

 

 

                                         ST. NICHOLAS 
                          FEAST DAY: DECEMBER 6TH  
St. Nicholas was known for the many good things he did. One time, there was a man who 
had three daughters who needed money so he could buy food. The saint, learning of the 
man’s poverty secretly visited him one night and threw a sack of gold through the 
window. Since there was so much money, the man was able to buy food and give his 
daughters the money they would need when they grew up. However, St. Nicholas always 
strove to keep his good acts a secret. Another time, St. Nicholas was going to go on a 
long trip on a huge boat. But shortly after he left, he had a feeling that a storm would 
come and sink the ship, and sure enough, the sky grew dark and cloudy and the ocean 
waters began to crash against the sides of the boat. Everybody was very scared, but St. 
Nicholas prayed to God, and the waves stopped beating the boat, and the sun came out 
from behind the clouds. His prayer was so strong that even a certain sailor of the ship 
who had fallen  

during the storm and was very hurt, was made better. St. Nicholas was a very gentle priest who was very caring 
to those who needed him. Soon, he was made a bishop of his area, Lycia, and did everything he could to correct 
those who held the wrong beliefs about the church. And while he was a bishop, he continued to help those he 
could. He worked many other miracles and struggled many long years at his work. Through the prayers of the 
saint, soldiers were helped, and the city of Myra was rescued from a terrible food shortage. 
Having reached old age, St. Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the Lord. When he died, his body had a very sweet 
smell, and the myrrh which flowed from his body helped to heal sick people. The name of the great saint of God, 
the hierarch and wonderworker Nicholas, a quick helper for all who call on him, is famed in every corner of the 
earth, in many lands, and among many peoples. All over the world, there are many churches named after him. 
There is, perhaps, not a single city without a church named after him. 
St. Nicholas, the bishop of Lycia, is the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for help from floods, poverty, or 
any misfortunes. He has promised to help those who remember his parents, Theophanes and Nonna.  End.. 
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PASTORAL REFLECTIONS      Christmas is in the air. 

 
            His Spirit of Grace is everywhere!  We are high on the shopping spree – mall & internet are having a 
ball!  We see folks high in joy & high in depression - simultaneously!  The atmosphere is saturated with well 
wishes, hopes, intentions, busyness, parties, food fests, and wonderful music.  Some are sad, others joyful, and 
some are sad because they are joyful.  Reflecting on the gift of gifts, we feel the tug of war on joyous fasting. A 
contradictory state of affairs it is indeed!  How are we able to understand such a state of affairs?  We don’t! 
 Yesteryears Peanuts comic strip tells of Lucy’s feeling sorry for herself and she laments, “My life is a 
drag.  I’m completely fed up.  I’ve never felt so low in my life.”  Her little brother Linus tries to console her and 
he say, “Lucy, when you’re in a mood like this, you should try to think of things you have to be thankful for, in 
other words, count your blessings.” 
 To that, Lucy says, “Ha! That’s a good one!  I could count my blessings on one finger!  I’ve never had 
anything and I never will have anything.  I don’t get half the breaks that other people do.  Nothing ever goes 
right for me!  And you talk about counting blessings!  You talk about being thankful!  What do I have to be 
thankful for?”  Linus says, “Well, for one thing, you have a brother who loves you.”  With that, Lucy runs and 
hugs her little brother Linus as she cries tears of joy.  And while she’s hugging him tightly, Linus says, “Every 
now and then, I say the right thing.” 
 Relationship: “In as much as you have done to the least of these thy brethren, you have done it unto me.”  
“God is the Lord who has revealed himself unto us Blessed is He whom cometh in the name of the Lord.” 
 Revelation: “The Prince of Peace is come…. God hath visited His people!”  Isaiah had prophesied of 
Jesus’ names:   He will be called “Wonderful – Counselor - Prince of Peace.” Archangel Gabriel proclam to 
Blessed Mary…”you will bear a son…He will reign forever…. and of His Kingdom, there will be no end.” 
 Revelation is in the birth of our Savior and “his name is Jesus and the government will be upon His 
shoulders.” Relationship is by His commandment:  “Love one another as I have loved you and they will know 
you are my disciples.”   
 Wishing you a Blessed Christmas from our Home to your Home. 
“Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!” 
 
P.S.  In this Holy Season of our Savior’s birth – like Linus to Lucy - say the “right thing.”  “I Love you.”  “For 
God so loved the world that He gave His Only Begotten Son that all who believe in Him shall not perish, but 
inherit eternal life.  Amen.    
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